
MANASSAS BUSINESS COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
June 2, 2016

DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

MEMBERS PRESENT: Sheyna Nicole Burt, Scott Hepburn, Dalena Kanouse,
 Miguel Pires, Rebecca Vaughan-King

MEMBERS ABSENT: Michael Howard, Kevin Kelley, Coleman Rector and 
Michael Vanderpool

STAFF PRESENT: Nicole Smith, Economic Development Coordinator
Sheila Oakes, Administrative Coordinator

GUESTS PRESENT: Vice-Mayor John Way

DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM AND ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Chairman Rebecca Vaughan-King called the meeting to order and a quorum was
determined.

MINUTES

On a motion by Scott Hepburn and with a second by Dalena Kanouse, the Minutes were
adopted by unanimous vote of the members present.

ED STRATEGIC PLAN

Nicole Smith delivered a PowerPoint presentation of the ED Strategic Plan, which builds
upon Council’s adopted city-wide Strategic Plan. Patrick Small led the initiative to
develop a strategic plan for economic development in consultation with the City
Manager, Mayor and Council and multiple stakeholder groups. After two facilitated work
sessions the feedback received was synthesized in the fall of 2015 into the final
document presented today.  

The plan identified four major economic development goals: branding and marketing the
City, targeted redevelopment (Gateway, Mathis Avenue), better leveraging the airport
as an employment hub, and business development. Strategies were identified to
achieve these goals along with associated performance measures. It is anticipated that
the document will be updated every 3-5 years. Ms. Smith noted that the department
has an annual work plan that details specific projects, initiatives and performance
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metrics in furtherance of the ED strategic plan; specifically related to business attraction
and expansion.  

Ms. Smith added that the City applied for and was awarded $30,000 technical
assistance grant to develop a streetscaping design standards for Mathis Avenue. This
grant will further implement the Mathis Avenue Sector Plan which, a priority area for the
City.  

NEW BUSINESS

Scott Hepburn recounted a less than desirable client stay at the Historic Manassas Inn.
The Manassas Junction B&B, and Bennett House were mentioned as a viable
alternatives.    

A ribbon cutting ceremony will be held on Wednesday June 8, 2016 @ 5pm for Risk & 
Strategic Management Corp, (RSM), a government contractor – consulting who moved 
to the City from Herndon. 

A new winetasting room, Aroma, will be opening in historic downtown, adjacent to the 
Morais building, in early July.  The owner, Jose Morais, owns Morais Winery and 
Vineyards in Bealton, VA.    

After a recent trip to New York, Miguel Pires remarked on what a great asset it is for the 
City to have an Amtrak station in historic downtown. Being able to board the train in 
Manassas and travel all the way to New York, or as far south as New Orleans, is 
something the City should more actively promote to both residents and tourists.   

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:02pm.


